My Faith Looks Up to Thee

A Service for Reformation
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Welcome to this special service for Reformation called "My Faith Looks Up To
Thee.” In this service we will focus our attention on the true faith we have in
Jesus by his grace. Martin Luther reminded us in the Reformation that faith
in Jesus is not something that we earn or achieve, but something that is
given to us through the Holy Spirit. So we will celebrate that truth today in
this service through word and song.

This service for Reformation focuses our attention on the true faith we have
in Jesus by his grace. Our faith in him is not something that we earn or
achieve, but something that is given to us through the Holy Spirit. By faith
we come to know that we are forgiven, blessed and saved by the very Son
of God.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1



Opening Hymn - LBW 229

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

0 | | e e ————
[/ . B E— I R LT .
ANIV4 & I @ heatd i I &
J - r r y 4 4 4 o o
1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Thoughhordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat-’ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; he breaks the  cruel op - pres - sor's rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan -ic foe
God him -self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not © - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has swom to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On carth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for -ev -  er!
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Invocation

P In the name of the Father
C who is faithful.
P In the name of the Son
C in whom we put our faith.
P In the name of the Spirit
C who keeps us in the one true faith. Amen.
Psalm 46
P God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
C Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
P though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
C There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
P God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
C The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
P The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
C Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
P behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks
the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
C "“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
P The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Confession and Forgiveness

P

O God, you have been so faithful to us, providing us with everything we need to sup-

port this body and life. But we have not always been faithful to you.

We confess to you our faithlessness and failings. We have taken your gifts
for granted. We have complained about our station in life. We have mis-
treated the people you have placed around us. We have not served others
the way we ought. We have not loved as you have loved us. We have ig-
nored your calling and gone our own ways. We have put our faith in other

things besides you. Forgive us, restore us and bring us back into your good

graces. We humbly ask that our faith in you flourish once again.
(Please observe a time of self-examination to reflect on our sins.)
Receive this Good News: God, who is faithful and just, will forgive your sins and

cleanse you of all your unfaithfulness. Through his Son Jesus Christ, who died for
your sins and rose again, you have new life, grounded in faith, redeemed by grace

and sustained by the Spirit. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Hymn of Praise - LBW 504

O God, My Faithful God
0w . . .
e R R
—o— 9 ¢+ :
r SN
1 O God, my faith - ful God, ftrue foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do  with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
0 T ® T2~ 4 ——e T .
s F s e —s
Ll I | I I I 1 . & 1 I I
9 b | i — —— ! =
CREE= e EPET e
S < e—% . P
with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest 1 - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheer - less;
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give me a health-y  frame, and may I have with -in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with -in  my place, 1  must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to  love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest [  of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir -it’s might, to live at peace with all
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Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you C And also with you

P: Let Us Pray....Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them stead-
fast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all ene-
mies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.



First Reading ... Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a cov-
enant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading ... Romans 3:19-28

PNow we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to

God. 2%For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested
by the law and the prophets, ??the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; ?*they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 2>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through
faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over the sins previously committed; 2°it was to prove at the present time that he
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works pre-
scribed by the law.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Gospel Reading ... John 8:31-36

P The Gospel according to John the 8™ Chapter
C Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They an-
swered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 3°The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. 3¢So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Rev. Rick Neu



Sermon Hymn - WOV 750

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow’r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-’ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:

ob - liv -1-ous to gen - der, wealth, to so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
n Refrain
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified: Refirain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us intercede before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of the Church, the
world, and one another. A brief silence

Thank you, heavenly Father, for your Holy Spirit. Thank you for his life-giving and purifying
fire. Thank you for his gifts of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge
and fear of the Lord, and joy in your presence. Thank you for reforming, renewing, and sus-
taining your one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church on earth.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pour out your Spirit upon the Church. Make it your holy habitation. Keep it steadfast in
your Word. Strengthen it in the face of temptation and defend it from evil. Reform and pu-
rify it from sin and error, and bestow on it your saving peace.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be the refuge and strength of Christians when they are persecuted for confessing Jesus as
Lord. Grant them the strength to endure, even to giving their life, in faithful witness to him.
Give us the courage and will to defend their witness, provide for their needs, and boldly
confess the faith and the hope we share in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be to this congregation our help and our redeemer. Gladden our hearts with the joy of your
saving love. Empower us to share our joy, and your love, with those who do not know ei-
ther. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pour out your Spirit upon the teachers and theologians of the Church. Cause them to hand
on, as of first importance, the Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. Bless church
schools, colleges, and seminaries, so that they write your words upon the hearts of many.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Exalt yourself among the nations, and speak your holy word to the leaders of the world. Es-
tablish among all peoples that peace which the world cannot give; and teach us to do jus-
tice, love mercy, and walk humbly before you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We long for you to break the bow, shatter the spear, and make war to cease throughout the
world. Until that day, direct and strengthen all who take up arms in defense of life and lib-
erty. Be their very present help in times of trouble and places of danger. Prosper all they do
that accomplishes your will. Bring them home safely and soon.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We lift before you the needs of all whose lives are shaken by suffering. Especially we pray
for those we name either silently or aloud. Be in their midst, and let them not be over-
thrown. Give them your saving help, and say to them, ‘be still, and know that I am God.’
Restore them to health and hope, that they may proclaim the awesome things you have
done. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Most holy Lord, we give you thanks for the lives of all your faithful people whom you have
claimed and redeemed through the precious blood of Jesus. Grant that we may humbly fol-
low in their footsteps; boldly trust in your promises; faithfully proclaim your Word; and
cheerfully serve in your Name. Bring us, through the merits of our Savior, into your King-
dom. There, with all the redeemed, we shall glorify you in the power of your Spirit forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Hear our prayers, gracious Father; and answer them in accordance with your will, for the
sake of your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.



Celebrating the Eucharist
Peace

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when finished.)

Offering Reception of our tithes and offerings
Offertory Hymn - LBW 564:

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav’n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Offertory Prayer
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that
all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your hame and
join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy

Great Thanksgiving
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen




Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION

Invitation to Communion
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; granl us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are
available.)



Hymn of the month - ACS 1064

Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom
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1 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom, sound-ing God’s de - light-ed laugh,
2 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom, wo - ven in - to har - mo - ny.
3 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom: pen - guin, pla - ty - pus, and snail,
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from the ti-ny ro-ly-po-ly to the tree - top - tall gi - raffe.
Ev - °’ry crea-ture has a pur - pose, ev - 'ry flow’r and bum-ble - bee.
cac - tus, sea slug, oak, and al - gae, from the mi-crobe to the whale.
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All cre - a - tion sings in won-der; e - ven rocks and trees re - joice
Spi-der, hu-man, red - wood, geck-o, mon-key, chick - en, mouse, and snake

In this great and strangecre - a - tion, with a breath God gives us birth:
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as they join the ring-ing cho-rus: ech - oes of our Mak - er’s voice.
live with-in a sin-gle fab-ric: cloth that on -ly God could make.
born of soil to live as stew - ards, called to love and serve the earth.

SE===cc=sEi===r=—=

Q]

Table Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen



Closing Hymn - LBW 479

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va -1y,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 ftread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while I pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -1ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - 50jned soul!
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Benediction
P Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. The Lord

bless you and keep you in faith. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you through faith in him. The Lord look upon you favor, fill you with faith and grant
you his peace.
C Amen.

Announcements

Dismissal



