
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Nativity of our Lord 

 
Christmas Eve 

 
December 24, 2024 

 
 



Pre-Service Music 
As the pre-service music begins, please keep a time of silence, in 
preparation for worship. 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle  
Hope for Those Who Are Willing 
 
The Candle Lighting Responsive Litany: 
 
L:  Our Savior’s birth is celebrated with bold faith. 
C:  May our hearts be willing. 
L:  Like Mary, who showed humble surrender: 
C:  May our hearts be willing. 
L:  Like Joseph, who exhibited unconditional trust: 
C:  May our hearts be willing. 
L:  Like the shepherds, who displayed awestruck wonder: 
C:  May our hearts be willing. 
L:  Like the angels, who sang glorious praise: 
C:  May our hearts be willing. 
L:  For all who are willing to receive the gift of the Savior born in Bethlehem: 
 
The family reads about the theme for the day as the final candle is lighted. 
 
Congregation Response: 

 
              
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Proclamation 
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth and then formed 
man and woman in his own image; long after the great flood, when God made the 
rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; twenty-one centuries from the time the 
promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led the people 
of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; eleven hundred years from the 
time of Ruth and the judges; one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, in 
fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets; in 
the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and fifty-second year 
from the foundation of the city of Rome; the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian 
Augustus; while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and 
Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his 
mother— now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 
 
Entrance Hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Christmas Dialog and Greeting 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Opening Prayer 
Let us pray. (A brief silence)  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
  
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
  those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice  
  before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
  oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
  David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
  righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 
  will do this. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 
zealous for good deeds. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Third Reading: Luke 2:1-7 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
Introduction played by Mia on the piano; then first verse sung by Ruth, Mia, 
Caitlin & Gemma          (Congregation please join in for verses 2 and 3) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Fourth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 



Children’s Message – Reverend Rick Neu 

Sermon – Reverend Rick Neu 
Sermon Hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Gospel of the Incarnation: John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
The Prayers 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love. 
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people. 
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age. 
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless. 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all 
the world. 
 
PEACE OF THE LORD  
 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
Offertory 
 
Musical Offering by Donald Koch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus 

 
 
 



 
Thanksgiving At The Table 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever.   Amen 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 
Fraction 
 
Agnus Dei: 

   
 
Invitation To Communion 
 
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
 
Communion  
 
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.) 
 
Communion Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High (next page): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As 
you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine 
with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom John’s gospel 
speaks. The ushers light their candles from the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. The 
lighted candle is never tilted but is always held upright when giving light to another. 
 
 
Hymn of Light:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Blessing 
The minister blesses the congregation. 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 
peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 
The candles are extinguished. 

 
 
Departure Hymn:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
THANK YOU to all our musicians who enriched our service this evening!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The beautiful poinsettias are given by: 
 
Lea Hatch 
 --in memory of my parents Richard & Priscilla Greenslit 
 --in memory of my brother Terry Greenslit 
 
Laura Bailey Family 
 --in memory of William McPherson Sr. 

--in memory of Nancy Preis 
--in memory of Edie Englehardt 
--in memory of Marty Morris 
--in honor of Renee Plodzik 

 
Ruth Schwinge 
 --in loving memory of my family 
 
Emily & Steve Rappold 
 --in thankful celebration of our children & grandchildren 

--in memory of Lois and Turner Smith  
 --in memory of Madeline and George Rappold 
 
Lynn Burke 
 --in memory of Charles Burke 
 --in honor of granddaughters Gabriela, Charlotte & Elle 
 
Ron Gustafson 
 --in memory of Ernest and Olive Gustafson 
 --in memory of William Gustafson 
 
The Sicard Family 
 --Thanksgiving to our SOTH Family for many years of love & support 
 
John & Joyce Sweeney 
 --in memory of Joe and Roberta Sweeney 
 --in memory of Emilie Burian 
 --in memory of Betty Denno 
 
Tom Koch 
 --in memory of grandparents George & Henrietta Koch 
 --in memory of grandparents Lou and Laura Brown 
 --in memory of godparents Ray and Rose Koch 
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