
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 
December 29, 2024 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God-with-us, 
we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is 
no room when we have plenty.  We have made power and wealth our idols, 
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.  We have overlooked the 
shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging. Too often, we have 
valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, 
and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy.  Amen. 
 
OPENING CAROL –  It came Upon a Midnight Clear (LBW#54) (next page) 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.      And also with you. 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you  /  And also with you  /  Let us pray… 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good 
will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



READINGS 
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, 
and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 
made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home.  26Now the boy Samuel 
continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people.  
 
The Word of the Lord  /  Thanks be to God 
 
CAROL:  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (LBW #44) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We read responsively from Psalm 148: 
 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Reading is from Colossians 3:12-17 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.   
 
The Word of the Lord  /  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 



CAROL:  Angels from the Realm of Glory (LBW #50) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd Chapter (2:41-52)   
Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 
festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the 
group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among 
their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, 
your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why 



were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 
things in her heart.  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favor.     
 
The Gospel of the Lord /  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON – Rev. Rick Neu 
 
CAROL OF THE DAY – Once in Royal David’s City (WOV#643) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With joy and gratitude for the gift of Jesus, let us draw near to our heavenly Father in 
prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the world, and all who need his loving-
kindness.      A brief silence. 
 
Dear Father, thank you for Jesus. Though your eternal Son, he is also our brother – 
“flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone.” Thank you for allowing him to share with us 
every stage of growth, life, and death. Thank you for revealing who Jesus is, and why 
you sent him. Turn our hearts, eyes, and lives toward Christ, our eternal Dayspring and 
our heart’s delight. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your Church into the true Temple of Jesus. Let it always reveal him as your light 
and glory for all people. Enthrone him in the Church as your Word, wisdom, and 
salvation for the world. Unite your persecuted servants to him, so they may confound 
their tormentors’ scorn and call them to repentance. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Grant safe passage to all who travel in this joyous season. Give endurance, patience, 
and a sense of humor to clerks, cashiers, waitstaff, delivery truck drivers, and everyone 
else who labors at this hectic time. Thank you for co-workers of different faiths who 
willingly “cover” for Christians during these holy days. Help us to graciously reciprocate, 
even before we are asked. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift up before you, dear Lord, the many people and committees of our congregation. 
Keep our focus on loving you, caring for one another, and sharing the Gospel with those 
who do not yet know Jesus.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



Our Christmas cards and carols often speak of peace and goodwill. Yet we see anger, 
suspicion, discord, and hatred all around us. Gracious God, we implore you to touch 
every life with your peace, forgiveness, and love. Clothe each of us with the festive 
garments of goodwill, charity, and generosity. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring “tidings of comfort and joy” to everyone burdened by suffering, sin, and sorrow, 
especially those we name before you either silently or aloud... Gladden the hearts of 
their loved ones, and give compassion and wisdom to all who care for them. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
Thank you, dear Father, for the salvation you have granted to all who have died trusting 
in you. Ease the grief of those who mourn in this season of joy. Lead us into the New 
Year and into your eternal Kingdom, with the light of Christ around us; with his peace 
ruling our hearts; and with his word dwelling in us richly. Gather us, with everyone 
whom you have redeemed through the merits of your dear Son, at your festal Table. 
There, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we shall joyfully praise and worship you, forever 
and ever and unto the ages of ages.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Thank you for hearing our prayers, dear Lord. We entrust them, and our lives, into your 
merciful care. Amen. 
 
PEACE OF THE LORD  
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
OFFERTORY & OFFERTORY HYMN– Let the Vineyards: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you 
take delight.  The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, 
received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your 
salvation from day to day.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of 
faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever.   Amen 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI: 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

COMMUNION 

Pastor: The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.  Strengthened by this 
goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the 
good news of great joy.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CAROL – Lo, How a Rose is Growing (LBW#58) (next page) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your 
path, and increase your joy, today and always.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING CAROL: Cold December Flies Away (LBW#53) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Pastor:  Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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