September 22, 2024
18th Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

the source of eternal healing,

your sins are forgiven. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN - God is Here! (WOV 719)

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

God Is Here!
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And also with you.




KYRIE (ELW 157)
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HYMN OF PRAISE (ELW 167)

Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay
aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



THE WORD

First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20
18]t was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
19But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 54 (Read responsively by whole verse)

1Save me, O God, by your name;
in your might, defend my cause.
2Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.
“4Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.
>Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.
6T will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.
’For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye looks down on my enemies.

Second Reading: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. “But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. *Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
devilish. '°For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of
every kind. 7But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy
and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 8And a harvest of righteousness is sown in
peace for those who make peace.#

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And
you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what
you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2x)
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0 u
D4 ? | | | I |
——Frr At
At st te e o s 3pei
Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - jah Hal - le, hal - le, hal -

Ajl
)]
i

Q

le - lu - jah. Hal-le, hal -le, hal - le

|| h—

LI
0
I!L_]

|
r—lt-\
I

™o

@t
F

Hot

\\—
O/
e
TeTe

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9t Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 9: 30-37

39[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;3!for
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what
he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” 3*But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who
was the greatest. 3°He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be
last of all and servant of all.” 3¢Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms,
he said to them, 3"*Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - REVEREND RICK NEU



HYMN OF THE DAY - Children of the Heavenly Father (LBW 474)

Children of the Heavenly Father
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APOSTLE'’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the goodness of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray in the power of the Holy Spirit
for the Church, the world, and one another. A brief silence

Most holy Father, thank you for Jesus, your spotless, innocent lamb, slain to take away our sin. Thank you
that he willingly died for love of us. Thank you for making him our Savior and Redeemer.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Conform your Church to your beloved Son, not to the world. May it model his love, forgiveness, and purity
to those are dying for lack of those great gifts. Use the Church to lead many to the foot of Jesus’ Cross,
there to receive life and salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Help us to serve, defend, and provide for your persecuted and suffering Church. Let us never, by
scandalous words or selfish deeds, cheapen or debase their faithful witness to their Savior — and ours.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We ask your blessing upon this congregation and all its ministries. Help us to take delight in glorifying
your name through self-giving service to one another and to our communities.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Jesus exalts servanthood as an example of his loving obedience to his Father. It's easy for us to overlook
or belittle those who actually are servants in everyday life. Bless them, and adorn their labors with the
loveliness of Christ’s labors on our behalf. Help us to notice, honor, and compensate servants, laborers,
hired hands, and others who do the work we’d rather not. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Raise up pastors and evangelists who boldly preach and tenderly care for people who are starving for your
Word. Help us to encourage and provide for them. Bless seminaries as they teach them. Bless spiritual
directors and mentors who shape them into your servant leaders. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for doctors, nurses, therapists, EMT’s, orderlies, and all whose service helps people in deep
distress. Give them a double portion of your Spirit. Use their skills and our support and prayers to bring
healing and comfort the abused, imprisoned, sick, wounded, lonely, confused, grieving, or dying.
Especially we plead on behalf of those we name either silently or aloud.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, we thank you for all your good and faithful servants, especially those whose deaths we mourn.
Keep us steadfast in faith, firm in hope, constant in love, generous in service, and abundant in joy as we
continue our earthly pilgrimage. Lead us in this life “with the Cross of Jesus going on before.” Bring us,
through his good work, into the blessed Kingdom where we find our eternal life and joy in union with you
and with all whom you have redeemed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Incline your ear to our prayers, dear Lord; and answer them according to your most gracious and holy
will, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when finished.)



OFFERING & OFFERTORY - AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV 705)

As the Grains of Wheat
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS (ELW 191A)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen




LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION

LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195):

Lamb of God
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.
COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.)



HYMN OF THE MONTH - AS THE WIND SONG (ACS 943)

As the Wind Song
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TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (ELW 208)

Praise to You, O God of Mercy
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.




CLOSING HYMN - Praise the One who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car- nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver -y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev-’ry land.
Praise the one re-deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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BLESSING
God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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