September 8, 2024
16th Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

the source of eternal healing,

your sins are forgiven. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN - How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds (LBW 345)

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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5 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend,
my prophet, priest, and king,
my Lord, my life, my way, my end,
accept the praise I bring.

And also with you.
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6 How weak the effort of my heart,
how cold my warmest thought;
but when I see thee as thou art,
I'll praise thee as I ought.

7 Till then I would thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of thy name
refresh my soul in death!




KYRIE (ELW 157)
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HYMN OF PRAISE (ELW 167)

Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the
power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world,
through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.



THE WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
5then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7athe burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 146 (Read responsively by whole verse)

'Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
21 will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
‘When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
SHappy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Swho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
°The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10[11-13] 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a
seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” *have you not
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? >Listen, my beloved brothers
and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom
that he has promised to those who love him? ¢But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? “Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name
that was invoked over you?



8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. °For
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [*'For the one
who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 1?So speak and so act as those
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 3For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has
shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, '®and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? 7So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2x)
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The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7t Chapter.
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Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 7:24-37

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,2°but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 2°Now the woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. ?’He said to



her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” °Then he
said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 3°So she went home, found
the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. 3?They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 3*Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “"Be opened.” 3°And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. 3*Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them,
the more zealously they proclaimed it. 3’They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON - REVEREND RICK NEU

HYMN OF THE DAY - Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (LBW 559)

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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APOSTLE'S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the goodness of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray in the power of the Holy Spirit
for the Church, the world, and one another. A brief silence

Father, thank you for the faith and persistence of the Syrophoenician woman. Thank you for James’ blunt
words about partiality, judgment, faith, and works. Thank you for stretching our hearts, minds, and souls
as you deepen our faith in Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heal and restore your church, purchased with the precious blood of your Son. Drive from it all partiality
and false teaching. Fill it with such faith in Jesus that all its words and deeds proclaim his Good News. Let
many hearts turn to you, and receive forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give a spirit of trustfulness to your Church when it is persecuted for confessing Christ as Savior. Grant
repentance and faith to its foes, until all hearts turn to you in adoration and praise.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give the people of this congregation great confidence in the love of Christ. May we trust his holy Word,
treasure his life-giving Sacraments, and constantly tell others of his great mercy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Help our churches to seek out, identify, encourage, and mentor candidates for holy ministry. We need
prophets like Isaiah, teachers like James, and disciples of Jesus with humble spirits and compassionate
hearts. May those whom you desire in ministry heed your call and faithfully follow in Christ’s footsteps.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You are Lord of all the nations. To you all the rulers of the earth shall bow down and give an account of
their deeds. Teach them to act with wisdom and without partiality. Let them care for the widows,
widowers, orphans, and destitute. Cause them to seek justice within and peace beyond their borders.
Make them examples of integrity and compassion to their citizens.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Protect and guide our military and all who stand in harm’s way. Bring healing to the wounded and give
strength and patience to their families. Use their skills, whether here or abroad, to establish the blessings
of liberty, justice, and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant that all who cry to you for help and healing; for forgiveness and restoration; or for guidance and
comfort, may find your grace sufficient for their need. Especially we lift before you those we name either
silently or aloud....Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, we entrust to you all who clung to your promises in this life, and whose death we now mourn.
Keep us close to our Lord Jesus, so our sorrow turns to joy. Help us to encourage and assist each other.
Bring us to your house, where we are fed not crumbs under the table, but the rich banquet fare of the
Lamb’s high feast. By your gracious Spirit, let us, with all the redeemed, bless and adore you for the
majesty and love which shines in the face of your dear Son.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Incline your ear to our prayers, dear Lord; and answer them according to your most gracious and holy

will, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when finished.)

And also with you.

OFFERING & OFFERTORY - AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV 705)

As the Grains of Wheat
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (ELW 191A)

Holy, Holy, Holy
Great Thanksgiving
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN

Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.



By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION

LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195):

Lamb of God
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.)

HYMN OF THE MONTH - AS THE WIND SONG (ACS 943)

As the Wind Song
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TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (ELW 208)

Praise to You, O God of Mercy

0 st . .
b TN I ! I . e R
e o T o T Py I i Py I I T I I
o W LA | ud & : ud P ] | P tf:
A\ \av | P | e I hd L P
J | . | Y . |
1 Praise to you, O God of mer - cy: thanks be to you for -
2 From of old you loved and sought us: thanks be to you for -
3 Praise to you, O God of mer - cy: thanks be to you for -
04t .
5 TTyLF | . I ! I .
o i 2 e — .- — i
A\ \av G z | P | e [ hd s
J | . | Y
ev - er! Rais - ing high the weak and low - ly:
ev - er! Truth and jus - ftice you have taught us:
ev - er! Rais - ing high the weak and low - ly:
N4 3rdlimeloC0da$|1 ||2
) — ! I ! I ! I
: — —
J
thanks be to you for - ev - er!
thanks be to you for - ev - erl
thanks be to you for -
0 st . . .
e e 7 =
A\ \av | | F — - —3 Can F
J : | | |
Strong is your faith - ful-ness, strong is your love, re -
Nu# po— to stanza 3
b T ! — ! ; I Y
G e >
AN\IV4 I I d * al- * Ir’ c
J ' | |
mem - b’ring your cov-e-nant of life with  us.
@ Coda
0 u
)" A . ITRLE ] ! | — y }
y 4T - I I —1 I ! I
 {an L ] | | ] | ] |
~ o ! o o 2 Z
ev - er! Thanks be to you for - ev - er!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



CLOSING HYMN - God, Whose Almighty Word (LBW 400)

BLESSING

God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.

God, Whose Almighty Word
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gos - pel day sheds mnot its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
Iu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Amen.
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